MARSHAL   KEY
into a number of minor assaults, and left a dying fringe
on the squares in witness of the regiments who had
lately followed the kettle-drums out of Paris.
His first order was questioned by the brigadier, on
the ground that he was directly responsible to General
Milhaud, divisional commander. Very -well, decided
the Marshal, Milhaud will charge with his whole
division, and proceeded to form the cavalry in a slope
to the left of the highway. They set off, with Ney still
leading, at a slow canter, rising from the hollow through
the interminable mud, where horses sank to the knees,
and cornfields breast-high to the rider,
eHe has compromised us again/ growled Soult, watch-
ing the advance, 'as he did at Jena/ clt is too early by
an hour,3 agreed Napoleon, *but we must support him
now that he has done it.'
A trot, and they encountered the last discharge of the
British gunners before, spurring to a gallop, they broke
through the batteries. Beyond were the squares, an
outer hedge of bayonets enclosing the fire "which broke
on the horsemen at a distance of thirty yards, bullets
sounding like hail on the cuirasses, plumes falling, riders
starting out of their seats, the press so great that horses,
rearing and plunging, were fairly lifted from the ground,
the leading squadrons forming a rampart of dead and
dying through which some backed or struggled on to the
steel, but the charge itself broken by the steady firing only
to form again, in front of the squares, for another onset.
Up and down went the squadrons, ranging at every
block of resistance where the pressure of man and beast,
blade, musket, and hideous mangling scorched in the
atmosphere. Two hours, and the French cavalry reserve
was nearly exhausted. More fodder was necessary, and
Ney's eye encountered the carabiniers, in their splendid
gold and drawn up some little distance from the fighting.
He waved them on, their commander remonstrating at
the added carnage, and falling in with the broken regi-
ments the last cavalry charge went forward, a hecatomb
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